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First students 
se t to  exit new  
crim inal ju stice  
degree program
White and Bradford
By K ayce G reen/  N ews. R eporter
Two students this spring will 
be the first to graduate from the 
Sayre cam pus' new criminal 
justice program .
And already RonnieSue W hite 
and Sandra Bradford have utilized 
their degrees as correction officers 
at Sayre's new prison, the North 
Fork Correctional Facility.
With 1,440 beds, the prison is 
the largest in Oklahoma. It is 
privately ow ned by Correction 
Corporation of America. It will 
eventually employ approxim ately 
280 people.
The ladies cannot say enough 
about their new jobs.
"I highly recom m end working 
for the com pany," Bradford said. 
"If you have a problem, they will 
work with you. They are really 
family oriented."
Bradford is one semester short 
of completing a 
bachelor's 
degree in social 
work and a 
m inor in 
psychology.
She dropped 
out two weeks 
before the end 
of the fall 
semester to 
See Students, page 5
SPRING BREAK: where to go 
depends on fun, funds, mission
Spring fever?
Spanish professor Dr. Linda Hertzler-Crum takes 
advantage of last week's 70-plus weather by holding  
class on the steps of the Campbell Building.
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By Je ff  B ell/  N ews R eporter
In the spring, college students ' plans for spring break turn  m any directions. 
Wild wet T-shirt contests in South Padre Island and 20-for-the-price-of-one beer 
specials in Daytona Beach occupy the thoughts of many. O thers think of speeding 
dow n the snow-packed slopes of Colorado.
Many, however, are unable or unw illing to take such trips due to the high cost 
of travel, food, and lodging. Or maybe they have more serious work on their 
minds. As an alternative to costly spring break trips, some will take part in 
inexpensive mission trips. This year, 23 Wesley Foundation students will travel to 
Tennessee for mission work.
"The Wesley Foundation 
alw ays goes on a mission 
during spring break," said 
Greg Tener, campus minister 
at the WF. "M issions and 
comm unity service are a very 
big part of w hat we do."
This year, the m ission  
them e is "M o u n ta in  Top 
Tennessee" and the group 
will spend the week in the 
C u m b e rla n d  M o u n ta in s  
repairing or painting houses 
and churches.
Students going will incur 
nom inal costs because their 
expenses are being covered 
by d o n a tio n s  and  fu n d ­
raisers.
"Area Methodist Churches 
have given donations and 
our own fund raisers have 
m ade enough money to take 
care of lodging, meals, and 
tran sp o rta tio n  expenses,"
Tener said.
"The only  cost to the 
students is a S25 deposit."
See "Spring" page 10
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FROM THE MAILBOX
Sociology major defends program against potential cut
Dear Editor,
It has recently come to m y attention that the sociology 
program  is just one of those areas of the university that has 
found the proverbial w ooden shoe of a saboteur jam m ed in 
its m achinery. The w eapons of this nam eless saboteur are 
excuses like low  n u m b ers , p ro h ib itiv e  costs, p o o r 
m arketability of graduates, etc. These statistics, although 
som ew hat accurate, are very misleading. Claims of low 
en ro llm en t in  p rog ram s like sociology are accurate; 
how ever, one m ust take note that sociology is not a required 
course. The general education curriculum  requires three 
hours of a behavioral science. A  student m ay choose between 
General Psychology and Intro, to Sociology. But upon 
closer exam ination, it is clear that Intro, to Sociology isn 't 
m eant to be an option. The G.E. curriculum  requires -  
specifically- three hours of General Psych. And you w onder 
w hy the sociology program  has low num bers? Furthermore, 
there is only one true sociology professor on cam pus (and 
only two others who actively collaborate w ith the program ); 
hence, very few courses can be offered. It is easy to peruse
the enrollm ent schedule and see no evidence of an 
existing sociology p rogram . A p rog ram  w ith  one 
professor is in jeopardy  because it is too costly to 
m aintain? The other claims are spurious, as well The 
program  is rigorous. The instructors are professional 
and dedicated. The graduates are bright, inform ed and 
qualified for em ploym ent. These are not reasons to 
condem n a program , bu t com m end it. The in tegrity  of 
the sociology program , or any program  for that m atter, 
m ust be m aintained.
The university is the last bastion of ideas and w here 
solutions and im provem ents emerge. Yet it is being 
outflanked by those holding the budgets. I im plore you, 
the students, faculty and adm inistration to reconsider 
your stance on education; for the university  is not 
synonymous with the almighty dollar, bu t with our future.
Save the sociology program-enlighten yourself-enroll now.
C. D arin Jensen
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Amber Waves
By Amber R. Graham
For seniors graduation means job negotiation time
I've come to a crossroads in m y life—m y senior year. 
W ithin m onths, I'll be free of this place, able to do w hat I 
w ant, carefree an d .... unem ployed.
Yes, the resum e's have been m ailed and the phone calls 
have been m ade. A nd I wait. The career sem inars have 
been attended and the "work" clothes have been purchased. 
Yet, I wait. The first interview  w ith a new spaper has been 
com pleted and the thank-you letter has been sent.
Still, I wait.
After being dependent on m y parents for 21 years, it's 
hard  to swallow the "get a job or live in a cardboard box" 
notion people are slapping me in the face w ith these days. 
Trying to graduate  and get a job at the same time is, to say
the least, no t the m ost encouraging task I've ever faced.
During a job fair last week, Hooked around the room as a guest 
speaker took her place at the microphone. Students around the 
room were dressed immaculately with resume's in hand. They 
were there for jobs—maybe even the ones I wanted.
W hen the group discussion dism issed, applicants hit 
the ground running. It was m ass chaos as each of us 
charm ed our w ay up to each of the new spaper's  tables.
From there, the selling began. D uring a job hu n t—and 
only during  this tim e—is it okay to talk about all of the 
wonderful things you've accomplished in your professional 
lifetime. Usually, it m akes you a blow -hard.
But that day, it m ade us em ployable.
I landed another interview  w ith no verdict yet as to 
w hat will come out of it. I 'm  reading all the books— 
perfecting the interview , inquiring about benefits and 
negotiating the salary.
As queen of m inim um  wage, I d id n 't even know  it was 
negotiable.
Five jobs into my life? N ow 's a fine tim e to tell me.
High Points
By Erica D. Hightower
Hightower finds satisfaction in the Grand Old Party
You m ay recall an article I wrote last sem ester where I 
m entioned my seventy-som e-year-old aunt telling me early 
on that all blacks are Democrats. A few weeks ago, I visited
her at home, and she and I held another discussion concerning 
my political views.
Auntie and I sat and watched the disgusting breaking 
news of our highest ranked official and his alleged sex 
scandal. W hile I expressed extreme distaste over the m atter, 
she argued to leave the President alone. This sparked an 
interesting conversation betw een the two of us.
"Auntie," I told her, "you are still living back in the old 
days. You are time w arped." She laughed at my comment 
and asked me to explain.
I proceeded to tell her that I was very aware of Democratic 
in v o lv em en t in the ad v an cem en t of b lack  people. I 
understand that blacks undoubtedly shifted their votes to 
Democrats during  the Roosevelt years and even more so 
when President Kennedy reached out to M artin L. King, Jr. 
during the sixties.
Black voters, as a result, have held strongly to the
Democratic party.
Today it is notable that m ost blacks grow up in staunchly 
Democratic households and, in my case, socialize with those 
that are devoutly Democrat. My generation has not yet had 
the opportunity  to dispel the m isconception that the GOP is 
insensitive tow ard backs.
I have found alm ost everything I stand for and everything 
I was raised to believe w ithin the ideals of the conservative 
agenda. I believe that I will be very effective as a Black female 
Republican because, while m y title holds "Republican" and 
my agenda is conservative, I still have not forgotten where 
I've come from, and I will appeal to those w ho believe the 
way I do concerning w om en in m odern America, along with 
other more m oderate to liberal beliefs.
It is becoming a m ore com m on belief am ong blacks that 
the Democrats take us for granted. I told my aunt that we are 
being used m ore for political gain by the Democratic Party 
rather than actually being helped.
I continued to strongly urge m y aun t to understand  my 
current political beliefs and to support me as a m inority 
among minorities. In any m atter, I w ant to actively prom ote 
the R epublican  P arty  as a p a rty  reach ing  o u t to us 
economically, politically, and socially. I hope that blacks will 
look first at the ideology of the conservative agenda and then 
understand the politics. I believe blacks will find w hat our 
parents have been teaching us for years-strong  families, 
personal responsibility, and a sense of reliance on each 
other.
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Biological warfare, Ebola virus 
focus of latest Panorama event Col. Nancy 
Jaax signs 
a copy of 
the book 
based on 
her
research 
for junior 
nursing 
student 
CeDana 
L anig.
Photo  by  T ippi  Heidebrecht
By A ngela V esta/ N ews R eporter_______
Their main job is to protect U.S. troops from biological 
warfare, Cols Nancy and Jerry Jaax told nearly 100 people at a 
closed presentation Thursday in the Conference Center.
They repeated the message to a packed Fine Arts Center at 
that night's Panorama event. Their presentation focused on 
strains of the Ebola virus and theories of how it reaches humans. 
One thought is that people who eat primates contract the 
disease, which mutates rapidly and is almost impossible to 
combat.
"It does not respond to normal treatments," Nancy Jaax said. 
"The solution may be to try and change the host, not the virus."
Much of the Jaaxes' presentation contrasted research reality 
with Flollywood's interpretation of the Ebola epidemic in
Outbreak, the movie based their research.
The Jaaxes told their audiences about their jobs at the U.S. 
Army Medical Research Institute where they search for 
antibodies and vaccines to protect troops from biological warfare.
The Jaaxes said biological weaponry isn't complicated to 
produce and it doesn't take sophisticated equipment. But because 
the problem is difficult to combat, nine-tenths of the dollars spent at 
their center are directed at fighting biological warfare.
English Proficiency Exam on tap March 17
The English Proficiency Examination is scheduled for 
Tuesday, M arch 17 at 7 p.m. in Campbell 203.
All students entering a baccalaureate degree program  at 
Southwestern for fall 1984 or thereafter are required to pass 
the EPE. They m ust have completed the six hour English 
Com position requirem ents and waited one full semester 
since the last course before being eligible to take the EPE.
Research/Scholarly Fair se t for March 18
The 5th annual Student Research/Scholarly Activity Fair 
has been set for W ednesday, March 18.
The fair will feature the work of 113 students as well as 
students from Cam eron University in Lawton, Southeastern 
in D urant and N ortheastern in Tahlequah.
Students will have their works on display from noon to 3 
p.m. in the Student Union Ballroom, according to Dr. Ed 
Fisher, chairm an of the sponsoring committee.
A reception for the students will be held at 12:30 p.m. 
There they will be aw arded certificates of recognition.
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Prison officials eye new criminal justice programs
By K ayce G reen /  N ews  reporter
John W isener, chief of security at Sayre's new  prison, 
needs to h ire 30 correctional officers. He has 90 applicants.
K now ing he cannot possibly interview  all the prospective 
em ployees, W isener screens the job candidates by their 
applications. One of the first things he looks at is the applicant's 
post-secondary education. He specifically notes candidates 
w ith crim inal justice degrees.
"A crim inal justice degree can be beneficial for em ploym ent 
purposes,"  W isener said. "A nd for correctional officers 
currently  em ployed, a crim inal justice degree can help them  
go farther and  be p rom oted  faster."
W isener's w ords are good new s for students pursu ing  a 
degree in Southw estern 's new  crim inal justice program . 
W hen the program  was first introduced, plans for establishing 
the prison  in Sayre w ere not finalized. Some students were 
not certain they w ould  have the opportun ity  to use the 
degree in southw est Oklahom a.
But since the facility opened in January, the jobs outlook 
has brightened  and  interest in the program  has increased.
The crim inal justice p rogram  is the realization of an idea 
Sayre professor M ike M cKinney developed while teaching 
photography in the O klahom a State Reform atory at Granite. 
M cKinney and then-W arden Jack Cow ley felt some areas in 
the prison system  needed  im provem ent.
"It w as a dream  of ours to change the w ay correctional 
officers are trained," M cKinney said. "W e just w anted to 
m ake it a m ore professional staff."
M cKinney decided to take action. He approached Dean 
Don Roberts w ith the idea. The two, along w ith Ed Smith of 
Redlands C om m unity  College and Bruce Storm  of Caddo- 
Kiowa Vo-Tech, began to develop the curriculum .
Slowly the program  m ade its w ay through the new  degree 
process. In fall 1997 tw o new  degrees, an associate of science 
and an associate of applied  science, began at Southwestern.
The A.S. is for studen ts w ho w ant to continue their
education at a four-year university. The degree gives students 
a liberal arts background whil e train ing  them  for the crim inal 
justice m arketplace. S tuden ts need  44 hou rs  of general 
education as well as 15 hours in technical occupational 
courses to g raduate  w ith an A.S.
The A.A.S. is a term inal degree. The tw o-year p lan  is 
designed to prepare  studen ts for im m ediate release into the 
workforce after graduation . Thirty-tw o hours of the A.A.S. 
are in technical occupational training. Students can participate 
in training academ ies conducted by Corrections C orporation 
of A m erica, C addo -K iow a V o-Tech or the O k lahom a 
D epartm ent of Corrections. Those w ho g raduate  from  these 
academ ies are aw arded  advanced  stand ing  placem ent at $5 
a credit hour by Southw estern.
Crim inal justice studen ts are also requ ired  to take 15 hours 
of technical occupational support. Five of the classes offered 
to fulfill these requirem ents come by satellite from  R edlands 
C om m unity College to the interactive video lab.
Roberts said he w ould  consider h iring  an on-cam pus staff 
to teach these courses as the crim inal justice p rogram  grows. 
Some students have already taken notice of the program .
"W e have had  a lot of in terest in the crim inal justice 
program ," registrar Kim Seym our said. "C orrectional officers 
are just now  beginning to notice it."
W isener recom m ends a crim inal justice degree for anyone 
interested in pu rsu ing  a job in corrections.
"There are m any job opportunities for som eone w ith a 
crim inal justice degree in W estern O klahom a," W isener said. 
"There is our facility. D epartm ent of Corrections has w ork 
centers in Sayre, Elk City, and W oodw ard. G ranite has their 
prison. A nd a foundation in crim inal justice could lead to a 
job as an attorney or as a teacher later on dow n the road."
Considering the success of the new  program , Southwestern 
officials are talking of add ing  another new  degree program  
for law enforcem ent. The curriculum  for this degree w ould 
be sim ilar to the crim inal justice program , only aim ed m ore 
at enforcing the law rather than detain ing law -breakers.
Students from page 1
CCA's training academ y. But Bradford does not regret her 
decision to p u t her degree on hold.
Bradford said the com pany m akes family a high priority, 
and that is im portan t to her because she has three children.
"My job is exciting, bu t I think going back to school will 
m ake me an even m ore valuable em ployee," Bradford said."I 
love m y job, I love the people, especially the senior officers."
W hite agrees. "W e have great m anagem ent," she said. 
"You never see W arden Rick H udson not smiling. It really 
reflects well."
W hite began her academ ic career pursu ing  a social w ork 
degree, b u t she changed her plans w hen Sayre institu ted  its 
criminal justice program .
"My husband is a sheriff's deputy , so we are just keeping 
it in the fam ily," W hite said.
W hite feels the crim inal justice p rogram  has p repared  her 
for w orking w ith prisoners, bu t she is still nervous.
" But everyone is nervous," W hite said. "It is a different 
situation. You know  [the prisoners] are in there for some 
reason. You treat them  like you w ould  treat anyone else, 
w ith some exceptions."
W hile W hite eventually in tends to re tu rn  to college and 
continue her education, for now  she plans to use her degree 
to advance as far as she can in her new  job.
"Right now  I'm  going to stay w here I am ," she said. 
"W hen I feel like I have learned m y job, I'll step up."
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Forensics team captures first-ever state crown
Toppling University o f Oklahoma requires 'heroic efort'
By A licia R edden/ N ews R eporter
Southw estern's forensics team  recently won first place at 
the Oklahoma State Forensics Tournam ent, Feb. 20-21 in 
Ada. Sixteen Southw estern students took hom e 23 awards, 
w inning the school's first-ever state forensics championship. 
Southwestern won over the University of Oklahoma 143-136 
in a close race for first place.
East Central University, the host school, placed third in the 
14-team tournam ent with 61 points.
"This is a heroic effort by our studen ts /' coach Jeff Gentry 
said. "The juniors and seniors know how hard  it is to win this 
tournam ent."
Southwestern captured six individual cham pionships and 
scored in 14 of the 15 debate, oral interpretation, and public 
speaking events.
"The com petition was very intense," said team  m em ber 
Jason H ough, "because for every person that we got into 
finals, they (OU) also had a person. It was a neck-and-neck 
race. Once the smoke cleared, we beat them  by only seven 
points, bu t it was good enough for the first place trophy."
H ough said the team  received a standing ovation w hen it 
was announced that they had  won.
The team  is coached by Gentry and Robin Jones of the 
comm unication arts departm ent.
D istance Learning D epartm ent offers flexibility, affordability
Got an up-to-date driver's license for the information 
superhighway? Getting ready for spring graduation? Looking 
for up-to-date training to help secure a full- or part-tim e job? 
Perhaps you need to change your class schedule while keeping 
12 hours to stay a "full-tim e"student?
According to language arts professor Dr. Sam Lackey, 
"Southw estern 's Distance Learning D epartm ent has flexible 
and affordable solutions to these challenges."
Lackey said The Distance Learning Departm ent and lab, 
located in the library basem ent B2 and B3, offers self-paced, 
pass/fa il course w ork in up-to-date com puter training from 
world-class corporate trainers such as Adobe Systems and 
MicroVideo Learning Systems.
"The basic courses can help a true beginner get started 
withoutfrustration,"Lackeysaid."The intermediate and advanced 
courses provide competitive corporate and professional training, 
and the advanced level courses also serve as senior-level electives."
The lab offers courses in several versions of Microsoft 
Office, W indows, and Adobe Pagemaker, as well as other 
popular program s.
Enrollment for this sem ester runs through M arch 20, and 
courses m ay be completed at any time.
For m ore inform ation call Lackey at ext. 3088 or Dr. Les 
Price at ext. 3149.
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Belize political leader speaks to students, faculty
Tuesday's luncheon, reception honor Said Musa
By C heryl W agner / N ews R eporter
Said M usa, leader of the People's United Party, and 
possibly the next prim e m inister of Belize, spoke to students 
yesterday about parliam entary politics.
The political leader addressed various classes and attended 
a luncheon and reception in his honor.
Political science instructor Kenneth Tillett arranged for 
M usa to speak on campus.
"It is hot [politically] in Belize right now," Tillett said. 
" Everybody gets involved in elections. Kids attend public 
m eetings and pass out flyers and everybody hollers political 
slogans. Candidates do a lot of walking- going door to door."
M usa w as f irs t e le c te d  to the  Belize H o u se  of 
Representatives in 1979, and has represented his country 
around the world.
M usa has been the front-page topic in Belize for the past 
several m onths because of accusations by the U nited 
Democratic Party and hot political issues that exist there.
Belize, a small country of about 210,000, is under the 
parliam entary system. There are 29 districts (known as
divisions) in which a candidate for each party  runs. The 
leader of the w inning party  becomes the prim e minister.
"In Belize, elections are critical," T illett said. "The 
governm ent has p u t a 15 percent value added  tax on the 
people. The tax is charged on gross rather than net income, 
which has been a burden  on the people. M usa said he will do 
away with the tax if his party  wins."
New elections could bring Said M usa to the num ber one 
position. They will take place by June.
After m eeting with students and faculty, M usa was to 
meet with Gov. Keating at the governor's m ansion before 
returning to Belize today.
Bulldog Bucks
OTAG Checks are here!
'98-'99 Award letters
A w arding for the '98-'99 school year has begun. If you 
have not completed your free application for federal aid, 
do so today. Remember that to receive OTAG m oney you 
m ust apply early!
Scholarships
Rotary Foundation A m bassadorial Scholarship:
A scholarship for students w anting to study  abroad. 
Criteria: A pplicant m ust have com pleted at least one year 
of college level course work in the language of the country 
of their choice and m ust have com pleted a m inim um  of 
two years of college. All applicants m ust be citizens of a 
country in which there is a Rotary Club.
Award: $22,000 year (upper lim it).Deadline: May 15,1998. 
For more information contact the student financial services 
office in Stafford 224.
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Secret Service 
Inpersonator or 
Human Magnet?
Biology professor Lisa Boggs keeps her 
sense of humor while preparing for a 
surgical implant that could enable her 
to hear a 'whole new world.'
Photo B y T ippi Heidebrecht
Lisa Boggs relies on com panion Trisha to alert her of things 
she may not hear. After Boggs' cochlear im plant, Trisha 
will continue m aking life easier for her master.
By C.D. W agner / S t a f f  W r i t e r
For m ost students and faculty, spring break will m ean a trip or time to relax -  nothing m uch will really change for good.
But for biology instructor Lisa Boggs, the events of spring 
break could change her life.
The biology teacher has become a familiar sight on campus, 
partially because she is always accom panied by her fluffy 
black and white sidekick Trisha. Trisha, Bogg's hearing guide 
dog, is a constant com panion helping m ake life a little easier 
for her m aster, who has been seriously hearing im paired 
since childhood.
Next week, surgery to insert a cochlear im plant m ay bring 
Boggs even greater help than Trisha can provide. It may even 
allow her to avoid the “som eday I'll be totally deaf" phrase.
Right now Boggs hears via hearing aids that vibrate the ear 
drum . The cochlea im p lan t will bypass the ou ter ear 
completely, sending electrodes into her cochlea. The im plant 
itself will be placed on her skull, right under the skin and she 
will wear a (computer) box about the size of a tape recorder. 
The box will pick up sound and transm it through an electric 
wire to a dim e-sized m agnet attached to her head. That 
m agnet will transm it sound to a m agnet inside her head 
where com puter chips will sort out the sound and send it by 
wires into her ear. The ear will then send it to her brain.
A lthough the transm ission process is different, the way 
she will have to retrain her brain to hear will be even more 
different. The im plant will not give Boggs im m ediate hearing 
and she will not be using her hearing aid w hen she returns 
after spring break. For a couple of m onths, she will be 
restricted to lip reading and relying on others to be certain she 
knows they are talking to her.
“It is not like people are going to be able to talk behind my 
back right away and I'm  going to be able to hear them. 
Hopefully, in the future, that is a possibility, but we w on 't 
know for sure until everything starts working," Boggs said.
She finds ways to laugh at the entire situation, though it's 
not an easy task sometimes. The small box, for example, gives 
her the chance for a joke.
“Actually, m ost of the time people will probably never 
know I have it on, but if someone asks me about it I have a line 
ready. I'm  going to tell them I w ork for the Secret Service and 
it's my direct line to the W hite House," Boggs said.
As for the m agnet inside her head-she can laugh about 
that too.
“I can take a piece of paper and a refrigerator m agnet and 
stick that piece of paper to the side of my head. It's really a 
strong magnet,"Boggs said.
On a more serious note, she hopes she will be able to hear 
norm al sounds like a knock on the door or the phone ringing.
"If this works, there is an 85-percent chance I'll be able to 
have a norm al phone conversation," she said.
But not everything will change for Boggs. The im plant will 
be disconnected at night and Trisha will continue to be her 
blessing.
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"I think the Lord was w atching out for me w hen I got her," 
Boggs said, explaining she had been on the waiting list to get 
a hearing guide dog for eight years before she got Trisha.
Trisha is both a com panion and a protector for Boggs. She 
was trained as both a hearing and blind guide dog. Instead of 
just m oving betw een the sound and Boggs, Trisha waits for 
her then takes her to the sound. At night w hen her m aster 
cannot hear, the dog lets her know w hat is happening.
"For the m ost p art I feel pretty  safe," Boggs said. "But not 
being able to hear sounds at night, w hen the dog m oves on 
the bed or barks you w onder if she's barking with the dog 
outside or because there is som ething out there you don 't 
w ant there.
"One thing she does for me at school is protect me from 
getting run over by a car in the parking lot. I can 't hear a car 
come up behind me. W ith the parking situation the way it is 
on cam pus, I park  all over. I teach night classes and don 't get 
here early enough in the m orning to get a good parking place. 
M any people have asked why I don 't get a handicap parking 
sticker. In my m ind, I'm  not handicapped enough to have a 
handicap sticker," Boggs said.
Boggs has overcom e m any obstacles during  her life. Her 
hearing loss was detected in the first grade, and since then 
she has fought to reach her goals.
"I continue to beat the odds every time," she said. "They 
said I w ould never graduate  from high school. I graduated 
third in my class. They told me I w ould not get through 
college because there is no way som ebody who is deaf can 
obtain a norm al college education, and I graduated with a 3.6 
GPA. I now have a m aster's degree and I have been teaching 
college here for seven years."
She has never had speech therapy, and w hen asked if she 
knows sign language she begins to laugh.
"Some. I know how to cuss in sign," she said.
Because Boggs looks norm al and speaks clearly, she faces 
m any m ore difficulties than most people w hen she travels. It 
is necessary for Boggs to rem ove her hearing aids w hen she 
flies because of the pressure in the plane. With the im plant 
she will be able to hear on the plane for the first time.
"But getting on the plane will be a real experience in itself," 
she said. "They will give me a special card I will have to carry."
The card explains to the airport officials w hat the cochlear 
implant is. She will have to disconnect the im plant to go through 
the detectors, and after she is through can hook it up  again.
"They said it will be very frustrating bu t it can 't be any 
m ore frustrating than trying to get dogs through.
"First of all, because I can speak and I look norm al, I can 't 
possibly have a handicap, so she can 't possibly be my dog. 
That's usually the first thing that sets me off and m akes me 
really m ad," Boggs said. "After that she alw ays sets the gate 
off w ith her chain. She will go through the gate, bu t before I 
ever have a chance to get through the gate to get her, 
som ebody has a w and out in her face. She thinks they are 
going to hit her w ith the w and and becomes defensive. It 
scares her and I'm  afraid she 's going to bite som ebody. The 
people at Will Rogers A irport are the w orst people in the 
w orld to get a dog through."
But it's not just the a irport that causes problem s.
"This is the funniest thing in the w orld. 1 took a bra back 
because it was the w rong size to a departm ent store to 
exchange it. I had to fill out the inform ation, and this lady at 
the cash register was talking to me but looking dow n. I 
couldn 't understand  a w ord she said. My m other is in the 
back with m y dog so that we don 't cause a lot of comm otion.
I said, 'M a'am . I'm  hearing im paired. W ould you please look 
at me w hen you talk to me? And she said, 'O h, w ould you like 
me to fill this out for you?' My m om  walked up and said, 
'M a'am , she just said she was hearing im paired; she d idn 't 
say she was stup id '."
"And I was like, 'Thank you M other'."
Just w hat will the cochlear im plant do for Boggs? She 
talked emotionally about the pros and cons of the implant.
"I try to weigh everything, but the scale doesn 't really tip 
one way or the other," Lisa said. "I will alw ays have this 
disability. There is no surgery in the w orld that will make me 
hear norm ally for the rest of my life.
"We don 't know that it will help me hear a lot better than 
the hearing aids do. W hat it will do is let me hear a range of 
sounds my hearing aids can 't give me. For instance, birds 
chirping. I have never heard birds chirp. I am hoping I have 
a whole new world to explore," Boggs said. "This is going to 
be exciting for me."
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Spring_________________________ from page 1
Planning their own philanthropic trip to San Antonio, the 
Baptist Student Union m issionaries found themselves on the 
receiving end of some goodwill.
"We were trying to find a place to stay and figured it would 
be pretty expensive," BSU president Steve McLemore said. 
"Director Jim Morrison got a call from a rancher who lived 
outside San Antonio and said he had a bunk house exclusively 
for mission groups to stay in. He said we were welcome to 
stay. The ranchers will cook breakfast for $1 per person and 
it should only cost about $50 per person for the entire trip."
The BSU will work in an inner city homeless shelter in the 
m orning and do light construction w ork in the afternoons. 
At the end of the w ork day they will become tourists.
A lthough the high cost of spring break travel forces m any 
individuals to stay home, some college students m anage to 
scrape up enough m oney for spring time vacations. The 
result is a flood of w ork for area travel agencies.
"This has been a very busy year for us. This is the most 
students w e've had use our services in a long time," said 
Karrie Gipson, of Gipson Certified Travel in Clinton.
The mass convergence on semi-tropical spring break 
locations leaves few inexpensive beach front property, bu t 
by starting early and traveling in groups, students can take
advantage of packages designed for college students.
"Travel packages which include air and lodging usually 
sell out early," Gipson said. "After those are gone the only 
rooms left are far away from  the beach and often second rate. 
All of the charter planes to Cancun were sold out in January 
and the best hotels in Florida or South Padre Island are 
rented well before break," G ipson said.
These packages usually cost about $400 for 4 nights in 
Daytona Beach, $600 for Cancun, and about $250 for South 
Padre Island. Food and beverages are extra.
M any Southw estern students m ake the shorter trip to 
New Mexico or Colorado to ski before the spring snow melts. 
Sophomore J.P. Gerber said he is headed for Wolf Creek.
"I am going skiing to get away from Oklahom a for a week 
and have some fun. It should only cost us about $250 per 
person because I am  going in a large group," he said.
The m ost expensive part of skiing is the lift tickets which 
range from $35 to $50 per day and m ost group rates begin 
w ith 25 people. Ski rentals average around $15 daily for 
standard adult packages. Lodging is abundant in m ountain 
towns and lower gas prices m ean driving is inexpensive.
A lthough Southwestern m ay not have as m any "spring 
breakers" as some schools, m any are planning m igrate for 
the week. Others plan to sim ply retu rn  hom e to w ork and 
start saving m oney for next year's spring break adventure!
What's Going On
Career Fair
"Career Fair '98" is tod ay  from  10 a.m . to 2:30 p.m . in the S tudent 
U nion ballroom . There are several com panies, industries and schools  
on hand to su p p ly  job p ossib ility  in form ation  and take resum es.
Auditions
The final sprin g  p rod u ction  The Crucible has been  cancelled  and w ill 
be replaced w ith  a variety  sh ow . A u d ition s w ill be M arch 17 and 18. 
For m ore in form ation  contact Scott C rew  at 774-3247.
Catholic Student Association
CSA w ill m eet at 7:45 p .m . M arch 18 at St. E ugenes C atholic Church.
University Media Association 
U M A  w ill m eet at 5:30 p.m . M arch 19 in C am pbell 211.
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A different kind of art
Senior art exhibitions take on a little twist 
as Shauna Jarvis prepares to display 
graphic art.
P
h
o
t
o
 b
y
 T
ip
p
i H
e
id
e
b
r
e
c
h
t
Preparing for her senior exhibition running the week  
of March 16 through 22, Shauna Jarvis looks at a few of 
her graphics that w ill be on display.
B y W illiam  P a rris/N ews  R eporter
For senior graphic arts major Shauna Jarvis, w hat began 
as influence from her father has resulted in her art 
exhibit on display in the m ain gallery of the Art Building. 
It began M onday and will run  through Sunday, M arch 22.
Her exhibit will feature com puter art, a calendar series, 
graphics, type design and advertising layouts.
Jarvis said her father is the person w ho influenced her to 
notice art and to become interested in it.
"Dad was always draw ing  and coloring for my sister and 
me. H e's a carpenter by trade and he 's very creative and 
talented," she said.
She also gives some credit of influence to the French 
im pressionist C laude M onet, w hom  she adm ires.
"I like his subtleties and softness. If you look at his art too 
close, it's hard to recognize, bu t from a distance it becomes 
clean, clear, sim ple and elegant," Jarvis said.
But Jarvis adm its that graphic art is som ew hat different 
than fine art and attributes her interest in graphics to the 
media.
"I've alw ays enjoyed television com m ercials and it just 
seem ed n a tu ra l for me to p u rsu e  that m edium  which 
in c lu d e s  e v e ry th in g  from  lo g o s , m o v ie s , p o s te r s ,  
m agazines, newsletters, direct mail and interactive videos," 
Jarvis said.
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Teams begin playoff action, look to championship
B y  J e f f  B a r r o n / N e w s  R e p o r t e r
Coming off of a tie w ith Southeastern for the Lone Star 
North Division Conference Championship, the Lady Bulldogs 
play Langston at 7:30 tonight in the second round of the 
Oklahoma Intercollegiate Conference and LSC tournam ent.
L angston  is the second  seed  in the OIC bracket. 
Southwestern earned a first-round bye.
The last time the two teams met, Southwestern won 58-42. 
They dom inated the first half but faltered some in the second 
half.
Of all the teams in the playoffs, coach John Loftin said he 
thinks East Central is the best.
"If we play as well as we have the last half of the season we 
may have a shot at the cham pionship," Loftin said. "I hope 
we play here and not at Northwestern."
If N orthw estern beats East Central, Southwestern would 
go to Alva to play, but if East Central wins the championship 
game w ould be at Rankin Williams.
Langston is the team Loftin is focusing on for the moment. 
Loftin said he is going to change his defense this time around 
to compensate for Langston's explosive, high scoring offense.
Loftin said Langston has three of the best offensive players in 
the conference.
"Langston's Rasheda W inston is probably the best point 
guard in the NAIA and Tiffany Kelly is the best three point 
shooter in the conference," Loftin said. "Robin Pruett is 
stronger than our post players."
Despite this difference Loftin seem s ready to play a very 
physical defensive game.
W ith a first-round bye, the Lady Bulldogs w on 't have 
played in a week.
In Loftin's 17 years of coaching, the Lady Bulldogs have 
been in the playoffs every year.
The Bulldogs are also in the playoffs. They played yesterday 
in the first round against rival N orthw estern at Alva, but 
results were unavailable at press time.
The men have not faced N orthw estern yet this season and 
don 't know w hat to expect. But, coach George H auser said he 
thinks his team is ready to play.
"I feel if we play like we did during our one good streak 
this season w ould could be playing for the cham pionship," 
Hauser said. "But right now I'm  not thinking that far ahead."
If the m en win, they will play USAO in Chickasha 
tomorrow.
H oopsters garner awards
Southwestern basketball players Nellie Onjiko and 
Derrick Bogay were nam ed to the five-member first 
team  Lone S tar C onference N orth  D ivision All- 
Conference team  selected by LSC coaches, while Mindi 
Bedford was nam ed the division's defensive player of 
the year.
Erica D ow nes and  Jana H ilbert w ere nam ed  
honorable mention.
Onjiko was tabbed LSC Preseason M ost Valuable 
Player. She is the Bulldogs second leading scorer at a 
10.6 average.
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Baseball starts slow, Geurkinkeyes improvement
SW Pitcher Craig W orthley tries to pick off an OBU 
baserunner with the help of first basem an Paul W ilson in 
a doubleheader last week. The Bulldogs lost both  games.
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Br S hane K err/ N ews R eporter
The Bulldog Baseball team suffered two disappointing 
losses in last w eek's doubleheader against Oklahoma Baptist 
University. Coach Larry Geurkink said the losses shouldn 't 
affect the team.
"As long as the team learns from their mistakes, I w on't 
have any worries," Geurkink said.
The non-conference OBU team sim ply out m atched the 
Bulldogs, G eurkink said.
In the first game, Bart Pascher cranked a solo hom er in the 
third inning and Chris Foor added an RBI single in the fifth 
inning for the Bulldogs.
Starting pitcher Albis Ramos had tough first and second 
innings, but show ed some quality pitching for the rest of tire 
game, Geurkink said.
The second game began with a lead off solo home run to 
left field by Todd Barnhart.
Shane Robinson, starting pitcher for tire second game, faced 
a powerful Bison offense, but Geurkink said Robinson is 
improving. Josh Hamm relieved Robinson in the fourth inning.
"I have two pitchers I haven 't seen throw yet," Guerkink
said. "The season is just eight games old. We still have a lot 
of baseball to play."
The team plays the University of Central Oklahom a in 
Edmond at 1 p.m. Friday and in W eatherford at noon 
Saturday.
14 Sports March 4, 1998
Downes: No ordinary college student, ball player
By C.D. W agner/S tafff W riter__________
Erica Downs is not the typical American student. At the 
age of 32 she has played for both soccer and basketball 
national teams, is from Trinidad and is m arried to a m an who 
lives in New York.
So why is she at Southwestern? Like most students, she is 
here to get an education.
Erica grew up in Trinidad, an island north of Venezuela 
and south of Barbados. It is not a place most Western 
Oklahom an's have visited. Some aren 't even sure where it is.
"W hen I say Trinidad, people ask if it is close to Jamaica so 
that is how I identify it," Erica said.
From a former teammate, she received her chance to 
attend Southwestern. M urial Mitchell had a scholarship to 
play basketball at Southwestern. Mitchell helped Erica make 
the needed basketball connections to receive a scholarship of 
her own.
Erica is very focused on her goals. Education and basketball 
are at the top of her list.
"I keep to myself, and most of the time I try to concentrate 
on school and basketball, and then there is no time for
anything else," she said.
As a physical education major, Erica is looking forw ard to 
the time she will be able to coach in the U.S. Although 
coaching itself is not new to this athlete, coaching in Trinidad 
does not offer the same challenge she is looking for following 
graduation.
"I have been coaching back home for a long time," she 
said.
Erica coached a Division 1 m en's team, but feels that the 
job lacks the kind of challenges she is looking for. Coaches 
don 't have the same responsibilities in Trinidad as they do in 
the United States.
She was offered scholarships for both basketball and 
soccer in Trinidad when she was 18 and 19, but she was not 
ready to leave home yet. Home is still very im portant to Erica.
"I go home every break I can get," she said.
If Erica were to return home perm anently she w ould want 
a job in the sports ministry, a governm ental position that 
would give her the authority to set sports policies and make 
funding decisions in Trinidad.
Erica believes good sports program s help keep kids off the 
continued next page
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street and out of trouble.
With all the differences she has seen, Erica said there are 
many things that are the same.
Drugs, violence, and racial problems are some of the 
things that exist in m ost places.
"If I can help one person along the way, it makes a 
difference," she said.
While Erica works on getting her degree, she is also busy 
helping others in Trinidad.
"I am trying to help in terms of getting scholarships for 
players and get them in junior college out here," she said. "It 
has been pretty successful for me, since 1 am not being paid 
to do it. I d idn 't come here just like that. Somebody helped 
me, so I try to give back."
With all the things that keep Erica busy, both in Oklahoma 
and Trinidad, she never forgets that education is her priority 
and basketball is her way to achieving that goal.
"Basketball is paying my way so I’ve got to take care of 
that," she said.
Erica Do wn es takes a shot in a matchup earlier this 
semester. Fans can catch Do wn es  in action tonight in 
second round p la y o f f  action at Rankin Wi l l iams  
gymnasium. Photo  by Steve Lounsbury

